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Our Story
The Clark County Youth Commission is a yduitren advisory board and leadership
development program established by the Clark County

Board of Commissioners in April 1998. Members, age

11-19, aim to represent all thechool districts and the
diverse youthliving in Clark County.

Members provide a youtloriented pointof-view to
the work of the Board of Countgouncilors, county
departmentsand community organizations. They
inform these groups aboussues important to youth,
makesuggestions on how taddress the issues and &
provide advice on buildingositive partnerships with youth.

During the 2016017 term Youth Commissioners partook in action planning and
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Councilorg20152016) focusing on increasing citizen engagement. A few of these projects will

be outlined in this report.

@ClarkCountyGo and #ChooseYourY

The Youth Commission developed a marketing plan for
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Clark County Go is a social media platform for youth by

youth inviting community members to get involved,

become informed, volunteer and more.

. TheYouth Commission launcheideir social median

December 2016vith a campaign called #ChooseYourY. The

idea behind #ChooseYourY is thiay wanted to engage

& youth online to share why they get involved in their

community. #ChooseYourY can also be traeslanto other
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can be tracked using the hashtag.

I@l www.Instagram.com/ClarkCou ntyGo www. Twitter.com/ClarkCountyGo


http://www.instagram.com/ClarkCountyGo
http://www.twitter.com/ClarkCountyGo

Mobile App Development

One of the most significamrojects of the year was assisting the development of a mapfe
that would enable users to better engage with coygiovernment, sesices and the greater
community. Saff from the Clark CountyIS departmentnet several timesvith Youth
Commissionerto make this idea come to life.

What began as a brainstorming session for the ultimate app turned into a formal report
detailing the design, appearance, content and functionalitthefYouth Commission
recommendationsThis report also included links to resources on the current couetlysite
that should be reformatted for use within the apphe report was presented to GIS Manager
Bob Pool and hi&IS AnalysBarrett Ginter.

Thefirst version of the appncludes an interactive map of pask
and trails within the county. The goal is thatfuture, features
will be added to theappandcould includevolunteer
opportunities, behavioral health servicggpgrams the canty
currently offers for youtrand an outline of transportation and
bus routes.

The app is currently available for downtbtom the Apple and
Android storeshttps://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parksand
trails/id1252041191?mt=8The GIS department also designeo
web-based version of the app thanhyone caropenin their
web browsers, further increasing accessibility
https://gis.clark.wa.gov/maps/ParksandTrails/
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Youth House Outcomes

Youth Commissioners felt passionate about infornttmgr community of the outcomes related

to the work they and other programs do at the Clark County Youth House. The outcomes they
studied this year included Distance Traveled concepts, the 40 Developmental Assets of the
Search Institute as well as the IRend Protective Factors of the National Researcm€iband
Institute of Medicine and the Washington State Risk and Protective Factor model.

Youth Commissioners utilized a technique called Appreciative Inquiry to interview each other,
record their convesations and extract meaning from these records. Outcomes typically fell into
one of eight categories:

1 Confidence building 1 Working cohesively towards a

1 Safe place to bond and grow common goal

1 Interacting with older peers/adult 1 Cultivating a sense of community
role models 1 Exposure to diversity
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Some of the outcome quotes captured are provided below
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Other Work
The Youth Commission worked on many
projects during the year that are not
featured in this report. Some of these
efforts include designing a county job
shadow program, working towards
offering youth representatin on official
county advisory boards (in addition to
the Youth Commission), planning/hostin
the Youth House Art Show and
planning/hosting the Youth Achievemen
Celebration.

For More Information
Contact Elizabeth Hill, Clark County Youth Commission Coordinator at
Elizabeth.hill@clark.wa.gar call 360.397.2130 exhsion5133
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